


PARISH COUNCILLORS
Phil Reaney	 (Chairman), Road Safety, Footpaths &
0114 289 1167	 Bridleways, Henry Fanshawe Foundation.
Thomas Marples	 (Vice-Chairman) Football Field	
0114 289 0833
Shirley Reaney	 Peak Park,	
0114 289 1167	 Dronfield Relief in Need Charity.
Barry Wheat	 Planning, Newsletter, and
0114 289 0018	 Holmesfield Amenity Trust.
Bernard Hoare	 Playground.	
0114 289 0491
Wynford Rosser	 Environmental Issues.	
0114 289 0417		  	
Holly Stuart-Bamford	 Transport, Village Hall and Book Swap	
07710 485615	
Kerry Marples	 Neighbourhood Watch and Police Liaison	
07415 281053	
Anna Hutchinson	 Village Society and Events	
07950 841695	
Liz Boswell 	 (Clerk)
07758 460757	 8 Main Street, Blackfordby,
	 Swadlincote. DE11 8AD
	 holmesfieldparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Village Hall Letting Officer & Caretaker:
Lucy Perry : 07752 478866

holmesfieldvillagehall@outlook.com

Tree Warden:	 Nick Deniff	 0114 2899359
Newsletter Editor:	 Nick Wheat  nbw159@gmail.com	 07811 446450
Newsletter Distribution:	 Barry Wheat	 0114 2890018
District Councillor:	 Pam Jones pam.jones@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk	01246 231111
County Councillor:	 Angelique Foster	 07970 741781
Member of Parliament:	Louise Jones	  louise.jones.mp@parliament.uk
Police:	 Non-emergency	 101
Crimestoppers:	 www.crimestoppers-uk.org	 0800 555111
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INFORMATION ON LOCAL SERVICES
Derbyshire County Council: County Hall, Matlock. DE4 3AG 

Tel: 01629 580000 – Call Derbyshire: 0845 6058058 
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 8.00pm, Saturday 9.30am – 4.00pm

Education, Libraries, Rights of Way, Social Services,  
Gritting, Street Lighting, Pot Holes, Trading Standards.

North East Derbyshire District Council
2013 Mill Lane, Wingerworth, Chesterfield. S42 6NG. Tel: 01246 231111

Bulk Waste, Council Tax, Dog Wardens, Energy Advice,  
Environmental Health, Fly Tipping, Housing, Event Licensing,  
Pest Control, Planning, Recycling and Refuse, Street Cleaning.

Holmesfield Parish Council: Tel: 07758 460757
Bus Shelters, Dog Bins, Playground, Village Hall, Grit Bins.

CONTACTING DERBYSHIRE POLICE ONLINE
A team of helpful call handlers are here for the people of Derbyshire 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week. The links you can use to get in touch digitally are:
Facebook: message www.facebook.com/derbyshireconstabulary

Twitter: direct message www.twitter.com/derpolcontact
Website: online forms and Live Chat by visiting www.derbyshire.police.uk

HOLMESFIELD VILLAGE HALL HIRING RATES

A refundable bond of £20.00 is required at the time of booking to cover any 
breakages and damage. Parties running later than 9pm will be charged an 
additional £40.00 to cover clean up time. Residents living in the Parish of 
Holmesfield will receive a 10% discount for Private Functions. 
Licensable activities such as music, dancing and particularly the sale of alcohol 
may require a Temporary Event Notice which must be applied for at the licensing 
section of North East Derbyshire District Council prior to the booking.
For more information and bookings please contact the Hall Letting Officer, 

Lucy Perry: 07752 478866
Email: holmesfieldvillagehall@outlook.com

NOTICE: The above Holmesfield Village Hall hire rates are from 1 April 2025.

Main Hall :	 £17.00 per Hour
Small Hall :	 £12.00 per Hour
Committee Room :	 £11.00 per Hour
Kitchen :	 £8.00 per Hour
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HOLMESFIELD VILLAGE HALL: CLASSES & EVENTS FOR ALL
Holmesfield Village Hall is a friendly, clean and spacious community venue with ample private 

parking available to hire for your events & celebrations. 
Email enquiries to: holmesfieldvillagehall@outlook.com

Here is a taste of our regular programme:
Mondays

Art Class : Develop your creative talents. Adult art class / painting class suitable for all.
Contact Glen: 07710 600453. 10.00am start.

Rhythmix Dance : Inspire confidence, dance technique and performance skills. Dance and gymnastics 
classes for all children from pre-school to teens. Contact Jess and Hayley: 07725 908390. 4.00pm start.

Zumba : Latin Inspired dance/fitness class. If you love to dance, enjoy moving to great music and want 
to keep fit then this class is for you - feel good fitness. Adult class suitable for all. 

Contact Lucy: 0775 2478866 Email: zumba.dronfield@hotmail.co.uk. 7.00pm start.

Neighbourhood Watch : Local neighbourhood watch group meets the first Monday of the month,  
local residents welcome. Contact Sally: 07930 430044. 8.00pm start.

Tuesdays
Rhythmix Dance : Inspire confidence, dance technique and performance skills. Dance and gymnastics 

classes for all children from pre-school to teens. Contact Jess & Hayley: 07725 908390. 4.00pm start.

Wednesdays
Kilner’s Cakes : Creative cake decorating workshops, running on regular Wednesday evenings. 

Contact Andrea for details of the next workshop: 07961 454943.

Holmesfield Gardening Association : If you are a keen gardener and looking to join a club come along 
to our next meeting on the first Wednesday of the month. Contact Hilary: 07748 846257. 7.30pm start.

Holmesfield Flower Arranging Club : New to flower arranging or keen to develop existing skills? Come 
along to our demonstrations and club workshops every third Wednesday of the month.

Contact Diane: 07718 925514. 7.30pm start.

Thursdays
Rhythmix Dance : Inspire confidence, dance technique and performance skills. Dance and gymnastics 

classes for all children from pre-school to teens. Contact Jess & Hayley: 07725 908390. 4.00pm start.

Keep Fit : Aerobics and body conditioning exercises suitable for all.
Contact Geraldine: 07594 684676. 7.30pm start.

Fridays
Flow Therapeutic Sound Sessions : Commonly known as Sound Baths - known to reduce anxiety and 

improve mental health. Contact David for more information: busaman.dh@googlemail.com

Saturdays
Kilner’s Cakes : Creative cake decorating workshops, running on regular Saturday afternoons. 

Contact Andrea for details of the next workshop: 07961 454943.

Holmesfield Local Market : A local farmers, producers and artisan market running periodically on Saturdays 
throughout the year. Over 30 exhibitors selling a wide variety of locally produced food, drink, art and crafts. 

The next market will be on Saturday 6th December 2025. See Holmesfield Local Market Facebook page.

Party Hire : Contact Lucy Perry on 0775 2478866 to book your children’s party or family celebration. 
Regular Saturdays and Sundays available for hire throughout the year. Plenty of space at the Village 
Hall for Bouncy Castles! Featuring a well equipped kitchen. Remember there is a discount on hire for 

local residents. Email for availability: holmesfieldvillagehall@outlook.com 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

 

 

 

For all your professional property needs including 
Surveys, Valua�ons, Inheritance Tax/Probate, 

Matrimonial, Family Division, Tax Planning 

Please contact Nick Riddle on 0797 327 3967 or email 
nick@riddleandco.co.uk 
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1st December (Mon.)

Glen Wright Art Class (suitable for all) - contact: 07710 600453 Main Hall 10.00am - 12.00pm
Rhythmix Dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com Main Hall 4.00pm - 6.30pm

Zumba – Latin Inspired Dance/Fitness Class suitable for all  
- contact: Lucy: 0775 2478866 Main Hall 7.00pm - 8.00pm

Holmesfield Neighbourhood Watch Meeting -  
contact Sally Marples-Shaw : 07930 430044 / sallyannms@icloud.com Committee Room 8.00pm - 9.00pm

2nd December (Tues.)
Penny Acres School Main Hall 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Rhythmix Dance Workshop – dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com Main Hall 4.00pm - 8.30pm

3rd December (Wed.)

Penny Acres School Main Hall 1.00pm - 3.30pm
Holmesfield Gardening Association – Pie & Pea Supper with live music by the 
‘Busking Buddies’ (see advert for details). 
- contact Hilary : 0114 2890927 or 07748 846257

Main Hall 7.30pm - 9.30pm

4th December (Thurs.)
Rhythmix Dance Summer School. Dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com

Main Hall & 
Small Hall

10.00am - 11.30am 
4.00pm - 8.00pm

Holmesfield Keep Fit (suitable for all) - contact Geraldine : 07594 684676 Main Hall 7.30pm - 8.30pm

5th December (Fri.)
Private Booking Main Hall -
Holmesfield Flower Club : ‘’Christmas Wreath Making Workshop”. 
- contact Diane Sheldon : diane.sheldon1@btinternet.com / 07718 925514 Main Hall 7.00pm - 9.30pm

6th December (Sat.)

Holmesfield Local Market - Local farmers, producers and artisan market. Over 30 
exhibitors selling a wide variety of locally produced food, drink, art and crafts. 
Perfect Christmas Gifts. 
Please visit this great community event and support local business.

Main Hall & 
Small Hall

Public opening : 
10.00am - 2.00pm

7th December (Sun.) Private Booking Main Hall -

8th December (Mon.)

Glen Wright Art Class (suitable for all) - contact: 07710 600453 Main Hall 10.00am - 12.00pm
Penny Acres School Main Hall 12.30pm - 3.30pm
Rhythmix Dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com Main Hall 4.00pm - 6.30pm

Zumba – Latin Inspired Dance/Fitness Class suitable for all  
- contact: Lucy: 0775 2478866 Main Hall 7.00pm - 8.00pm

9th December (Tues.)
Penny Acres School Main Hall 8.30am - 3.30pm
Rhythmix Dance Workshop – dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com Main Hall 4.00pm - 8.30pm

10th December (Wed.) Holmesfield Parish Council Meeting Committee Room From 7.30pm

11th December (Thurs.)
Rhythmix Dance Summer School. Dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com

Main Hall & 
Small Hall

10.00am - 11.30am 
4.00pm - 8.00pm

Holmesfield Keep Fit (suitable for all) - contact Geraldine : 07594 684676 Main Hall 7.30pm - 8.30pm

12th December (Fri.)

Expressive Tots – Toddler Group. Local Parents & Pre-School Toddlers all welcome 
for creative activities, fun & play. 
- contact Melanie for more information: 0787 5690763

Main Hall 10.00am - 11.00am

Private Booking Main Hall -
14th December (Sun.) Private Booking Main Hall -

15th December (Mon.)
Glen Wright Art Class (suitable for all) - contact: 07710 600453 Main Hall 10.00am - 12.00pm
Rhythmix Dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com Main Hall 4.00pm - 6.30pm

16th December (Tues.)
Penny Acres School Main Hall 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Rhythmix Dance Workshop – dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com Main Hall 4.00pm - 8.30pm

17th December (Wed.)
Guide Dogs UK Dog Training. Volunteer as a Puppy Raiser – help them learn the 
basic skills they need for Guide Dog Training.  www.guidedogs.org.uk 
– contact Alana Marriott: 07786 743843 alana.Marriott@guidedogs.org.uk

Main Hall 10.00am - 12.00pm

18th December (Thurs.)
Rhythmix Dance Summer School. Dance classes for children 
www.rhythmixdancestudio.com

Main Hall & 
Small Hall

10.00am - 11.30am 
4.00pm - 8.00pm

Holmesfield Keep Fit (suitable for all) - contact Geraldine : 07594 684676 Main Hall 7.30pm - 8.30pm
19th December (Fri.) Private Booking Main Hall -
30th December (Tues.) Private Booking Main Hall -

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR !

VILLAGE HALL CALENDAR : DECEMBER 2025
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07900 255608  james@oakelectrical.uk
Oak Electrical Solutions Ltd., Oak Cottage, 18 Main Road,  Holmesfield, Dronfield S18 7WT

oakelectrical.uk

Isn’t it about time you switched
to your local Sparky!?

• Napit Registered - UKAS accredited
• Competent Person
•  From a new light, socket, ring  

main to complete rewires
• Rewiring and Upgrading
• Fault finding and repairs
• Complete rewires
• Periodic Inspection and Testing
•  Full Electrical Certification (EIC,  

MEIC and EICR’s)
• Design
• Portable Appliance Testing (PAT)
• Security Lighting
•  Electric Vehicle Charging Equipment 

Installation (C&G 2919-01 Qualified)
•  Domestic, Industrial and Commercial 

Installations
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DERBYSHIRE CAPTURE
Derbyshire Capture allows you to securely upload 
dash cam footage or digital footage of road traffic 
incidents directly to the Police. 

Derbyshire Capture assists in the investigation of offenses such as dangerous driving, 
driving without due care and attention, careless driving, driving whilst using a mobile 
phone, contravening red traffic lights and solid white lines. The link for footage is:

snap.derbyshire.police.uk

OFF ROAD TEAM TACKLING NUISANCE BIKES
If you encounter off road bikes please report via 101 or 
CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 111.

crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information
The more reports made – the higher priority Holmesfield 
will be given,

SPEEDWATCH VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEEDED NOW !!!
The Speedwatch team is urgently in need some more volunteers.  
If you can spare a couple of hours per month to help with this 
community initiative please contact Councillor Phil Reaney:
Tel: 0114 289 1167 or email: preaney@btinternet.com

POLICE REPORT
Members of the public can view the crime figures by following this link:

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/derbyshire-constabulary/unstone-and-rural/
Crime prevention assessments are still being offered and PCSO Jonathan Flower is 
happy to attend homes to discuss crime prevention concerns. If you would like a 
visit, please email jonathan.flower@derbyshire.police.uk or ring 0773 498 5821.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 10th 
December at Holmesfield Village Hall on Vicarage Close.
All are welcome to attend and space is set aside at the beginning of each meeting for 
public participation.
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Hair by Elaine
Mobile ladies and gents 

hairdressing in the comfort
of your own home

Fully qualified
Tel: 07835 722280

Cowley Riding School
Holmesfield • Dronfield • 0114 2890356

Association of British Riding Schools Approved
Lessons for adults & children 7yrs & over • 13st/83kg weight limit applies

Group lessons or Private lessons
All abilities catered for from complete beginners to advanced

Pony days – Thursdays in school holidays, all grades
Established 1973
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PLANNING MATTERS
Applications Received from North East Derbyshire District Council:
25/00460/FL : Mr. W. Calvert – Brookfields Farm Main Road Holmesfield 
- Section 73 application to remove condition 18 from approved planning 
19/00479/FL.	 NO COMMENT
25/00898/FLH : Booth – Rossett House, Cowley Lane, Holmesfield – 
Demolition of an existing single -storey rear porch, construction of a new 
ground floor flat roof rear extension and a first-floor rear extension above 
and alterations to the existing front porch entrance, relocating the door and 
modification to the roof. 	 NO COMMENT
Determinations Made by North East Derbyshire District Council:
25/00570/FLH : Mr. D. Evans – 98 Main Road Holmesfield - Rear extension.		
	 APPROVED
25/00730/HRN : Mr. P. Gaunt – Land South of East Hollow, Holmesfield Road 
– Application to remove hedgerow, farming the two fields as one which is 
much more efficient.	 REFUSED
25/00777/CATPO : Mrs. S. Shepley – Woodthorpe Hall, Fanshaw Gate Lane, 
Holmesfield - Notification of intention to fell x1 Scots Pine tree, x1 Pear tree, 
x1 Oak tree and raise crowns of x1 Ash x2 Oak trees and x1 Sycamore tree.		
	 NO OBJECTION
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Local award winning 
company providing 
design and installation of 
quality gardens and 
landscapes. 
From driveways and patios to complete 
garden projects. For individual design, 
planning and landscaping by our 
experienced, friendly team: 

View ouurr  ppoorrttffoolliioo  aatt:: www.jabird.co.uk

BALI - Q.l 
Marshalls 
REGISTER 

NEW HOMES 
�GARDEN 

AWARDS 

GOLD AWARD 

0 0114 258 9290 
0 james@jabird.co.uk 
G www.jabird.co.uk 

1-5 Buttermere Road
Sheffield S7 2AX 
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DRONFIELD POLICE SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
Crime Prevention information:
As the nights get darker earlier, the fear of crime can increase. 
Here are a few things you can do to feel safer:
• 	Leave a light on in more than one room, such as the lounge and 

bedroom. Remember to choose low-energy lamps.
•	 Use a timer switch to operate the lights as it starts to get dark.
• 	Change the times that the lights come on to create the illusion that 

someone is moving around inside the home.
• 	Consider the use of ‘smart’ technology to have different lights coming on in your house at 

different times.
• 	Make sure your front door is well lit and fully visible from the street. Also think about 

security lighting at the rear and side of your property.
• 	Consider having a good quality CCTV system installed.
•	 Keep your curtains closed at night - if you are away, ask a neighbour to close them for you.

Retail Crime Update:
#Sentenced - Two males, Steven HOOTON and Lee GARDNER – both from Low 
Edges in Sheffield – are the latest of a number of people that have been arrested, 
interviewed and charged with retail shop theft from local stores in Dronfield 
including Dronfield Sainsbury’s, Co-Op Pentland Road and Co-Op Hartington Road 
in Dronfield amongst others. These two males who had been identified as prolific 
shoplifters were remanded by Police and appeared in Court charged for multiple 
shop lifting offences. One male received a 26 week custodial sentence, the other 4 
weeks suspended for 12 months plus a number of Court outcomes.
Dronfield SNT in conjunction with other Derbyshire, Police departments have been 
working hard with retail stores in Dronfield to improve reporting and recording of 
theft offences and to identify the most prolific shop lifters coming to the town. This 
work remains ongoing, and we are keen to inform residents and visitors to the town 
that we will prosecute and take appropriate action to support local business and 
retailers appropriately.
#Retailcrime #Justice #Teamwork #”You Said, We Did”
Officers from Dronfield and Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team would like to wish all 
residents a safe and enjoyable festive and new year period 

PCSO 12853 Jonathan Flower,
Dronfield SNT Police Community Support Officer

North East Section, Derbyshire Constabulary 
Mobile: 07734985821 

E-mail: Jonathan.flower@derbyshire.police.uk
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SAXTON BALUSTRADES

TUFF ROOFING

OPEN UP YOUR HOME & GARDEN 
WITH SAXTON GLASS & STAINLESS STEEL BALUSTRADES

Call for a no-obligation quotation. More photos available on our website: 

TEL: 0114 2899286 www.tuff-roofing.co.uk 
UNIT 3, DRONFIELD COURT, WARDS YARD, 
DRONFIELD, DERBYSHIRE S18 1NQ

THE LEADERS IN SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING & BALUSTRADES

SEAMLESS FIBREGLASS FLAT ROOFING 
TUFF-ROOFING offers the best possible protection available for your flat roof

OUR SYSTEMS HAVE A MINIMUM  
20-YEAR GUARANTEE
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HOLMESFIELD GARDENING ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL
PIE AND PEA SUPPER

Holmesfield Village Hall 
Wednesday 3rd December at 7.00pm

Featuring entertainment from

The Buskin’ Buddies
Price £16.00 (please bring your own liquid 

refreshment and glasses)

Members, friends and family are all very welcome 

Tickets must be booked  in advance from:
Dr. Hilary Olsen - Tel: 01142 890927
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FESTIVE CHEER AT THE HOLMESFIELD 
CHRISTMAS MARKET - SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER

One of the most heart-warming events 
in the Holmesfield festive season is 
the Holmesfield Christmas Market, 
taking place this year on Saturday 
6th December from 10am to 2pm. 
Entirely run by volunteers and held in 
aid of local causes, the market is a true 
community effort — and every visitor 
helps to make a difference. 
Expect a joyful day filled with friendly 
faces, wonderful local produce, and 
plenty of opportunities to pick up 
unique gifts, treats, and seasonal surprises.
Our market has always been more than simply a place to shop. It’s a place where 
neighbours catch up over a hot drink, where new friendships form, and where the 
village comes together to share the spirit of the season. Whether you’re browsing 
handmade crafts, sampling delicious bakes, or simply soaking up the festive 
atmosphere, you can be sure of a warm, and friendly welcome.
Because the Christmas Market is run entirely by volunteers, every penny raised 
goes straight back into supporting local projects and initiatives that benefit our 
village. From enhancing community spaces to helping fund valuable activities, your 
purchases directly support the people of Holmesfield. The market isn’t just festive 
fun — it’s also a meaningful way to give back. 
Since the last market we have donated £200 to Glow! Youth Club to help support 
seasonal themed activities, and funded two new benches for the Millennium Garden. 
The generosity and enthusiasm of volunteers, stall holders, and visitors alike are what 
make the market possible year after year, and we remain incredibly grateful for the 
support shown by everyone in the village. So please mark Saturday 6th December in 
your diaries, invite a friend, and join us for this special Christmas event.
For updates on stalls and Christmas Market news, follow us on Facebook — just 
search for Holmesfield Local Market.
Best Wishes,
Aoife and Andrea
P.S. We are always looking for volunteers! If you can spare a morning or afternoon on 
Saturday 6th December, we’d love to hear from you. 
Please call Andrea on 07961 454943 to find out how you can help.
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LITTLE GREY FERGIE FOR SALE
Grey Ferguson T220 diesel tractor with cabin for 
sale £3,300 o.n.o.
Produced between 1951 and 1956. 
Refurbished with new front tyres – good condition 
and fully functional. 
Accessories also available:-
£300: Transport Box 
£250: Plough with two blades 
£300: Snow plough 
£400: Trailer (one ton) 
Or all accessories for £1000 

Please email: frances.webb46@gmail.com

HOLMESFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
The next meeting will be held on Monday 1st December, 8pm to 9pm in Holmesfield 
Village Hall.
Everyone welcome!
Please contact Sally Marples-Shaw if you have any questions:
Tel: 07930 430044 – Email: sallyannms@icloud.com

HOLMESFIELD PENNY ACRES SCHOOL
We are all so busy here at Penny Acres this term, preparing 
for our school play, creating Christmas decorations for the 
St Swithin’s Christmas Tree Festival, and preparing to go on 
very exciting trips to the Tamworth Snow Dome (alongside 
all our every day classroom learning!!).
We are putting together our annual Christmas Raffle, and we 
are looking for prizes. If you, your workplace or anyone you 
know might be able to contribute something – big or small – it would be hugely 
appreciated. All proceeds go towards supporting the school and creating great 
opportunities for the children.
If you are able to help, please drop off prizes to school, call 0114 2890330 or email 
enquiries@pennyacres.derbyshire.sch.uk
Many thanks for your support.
We are pleased to announce the winners for our November lottery draw as follows:-
1st prize	 Mrs. Waugh	 £54.00
2nd prize	 Mr&Mrs Timperley	 £12.00
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A NEW AND GLORIOUS MORN.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;
As Christmas approaches once more, I wanted to talk to you about 
expectations. When it comes to Christmas, the build up, the present shopping, 
the decorations and the food prep, we do have to be very careful that we don’t 
overload the season (and more importantly one another) with unrealistic 
expectations. How many Christmases have been ruined, dashed against the 
rocks of the unrealistic expectations of a “perfect Christmas”? It means that 
Christmas is a particularly inconvenient time to find yourself ill in hospital, 
being skint, and so forth; or when pressures arise to buy X for Johnny but the 
Yodel delivery inevitably goes missing, or the pub mistakenly double booked 
and your table is gone; or (tiny violin at the ready!) the new Goldbergh ski 
jacket is not going to arrive in time for the St. Moritz trip...  all of which raises 
the inevitable decree, “That’s Christmas ruined”. But bad stuff happens all year 
round, it only seems worse at Christmas because we (almost certainly wrongly) 
assume that everybody else is having ‘the most wonderful time of the year’.
Personally, I’d rather risk being disappointed that a more concrete hope 
has not yet been realised. Christ’s first coming to earth circa the year Zero, 
important as it is, is a mere foreshadowing of what is to come when Christ 
returns. Advent is actually a season originally devoted to prepare our hearts 
for Christ’s return, much like Lent prepares us to celebrate his resurrection. 
During Advent, in the midst of all the busyness, do you think you could find 
the time to pause just for a moment to wait expectantly for Christ? I wager 
that if you can do this, you may find your expectations of Christmas reduce 
but your genuine joy and wonder of the season increases.
At your parish church of St. Swithin, we have been patiently waiting for some 
pretty exciting refurbishment works to begin, but we’ll have to wait until 
the Spring to unwrap that present! Work in the church is however due to 
commence in January so please note that during this time services will have 
to be held in the church hall.
Looking back over the year, I find myself feeling really thankful for the villages 
and hamlets that make up our parish, and especially for the (actually quite 
small) army of volunteers who work so hard to make Holmesfield a real 
community. So I will end by giving thanks for them and by encouraging others 
to offer their time and talents for the benefit of others in 2026.
May you and those you love be blessed with genuine joy and peace this 
Christmas time.

Rev. Ian
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RECYCLING CENTRE TEMPORARY CLOSURE
Residents that use the household waste recycling centre at Stonegravels in 
Chesterfield are advised that the site will be closed temporarily from Monday 8th to 
Friday 12th December for maintenance work.
Work has been planned during the week to minimise disruption to residents by 
avoiding closure during the weekends which are the busiest periods.
The site will re-open on Saturday 13th December on completion of resurfacing work 
needed to keep the site safe for users.
Residents are being urged to plan ahead and take their waste to Stonegravels before 
Monday 8th December or use an alternative site. The closest alternatives are in 
Bolsover and Northwood near Darley Dale. 
Opening hours at the Bolsover centre will be extended to 8.30am-6.00pm while 
Stonegravels is closed.

HOLMESFIELD FLOWER CLUB PROGRAMME 2025
Friday 5th December: ‘Christmas Wreath Event’ – Demo and workshop. 
This will be event where members can come along and make a Christmas 
wreath or a design of their choice. Plus, we will be selling tickets for the 
event and providing all the wreath material as per last year.
Meetings are at 7.30pm in Holmesfield Village Hall, Vicarage Close, 
Holmesfield, Dronfield. S18 7WZ. Visitors welcome!
For further details of the club, please contact Diane Sheldon on 0771 892 
5514 or email: Diane.sheldon1@btinternet.com

DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN THE PLAY AREA!!!
North East Derbyshire District Council have placed Public Space 
Protection order on all play areas in the district.
This prohibits the entry of dogs to the Play Ground.  
Please adhere to this for the well-being and safety of 
children using this facility.
For issues of dog fouling in the village and reporting issues of dogs 
in the play area please contact the District Council.

myselfservice.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/service/Fouling_Report
Or by ringing the Switch Board on 01246 231111
Or by texting to 07800002425
The Environmental Health enforcement officers will respond to reports of dog fouling 
by carrying out patrols and erecting signage or requesting pavement stencilling 
where necessary.
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HOLMESFIELD VILLAGE SOCIETY
Hope everyone is well and starting to look forward to Christmas! 
Thank you to all the residents that contributed to this year’s Village Pumpkin Trail. 
Our lovely village looked great dressed up for Halloween and many villagers enjoyed 
this now annual event despite the dismal weather!

We hope you appreciated the efforts of the residents 
who put poppies up throughout the village once 
again this year and also the displays of soldiers. 
To see a name on a poppy is especially moving and 
reminds us why, as villagers, we make this small 
gesture each year. 

The Village Christmas tree will be going up in the Millennium Garden on Saturday 
29th November – this is an enormous task and any help would be very gratefully 
received! The time will be confirmed on the Holmesfield Support WhatsApp group.

On Sunday 21st December, Santa and 
his ever helpful elves will be coming to 
Santa’s Grotto once again at the George 
& Dragon – book early to see him to 
avoid disappointment using the form 
in this edition of the Newsletter. We are 
hoping it will be a cosy, peaceful and 
happy Christmas and look forward to 
seeing you all soon!

Holmesfield Village Society is a small team of dedicated volunteers, each with full-time 
jobs and busy lives, so we are now in urgent need for a fresh team to take Holmesfield 
Village Society forward and help organise future village events and raise funds for 
village projects.
If you feel you can lend a hand – even occasionally – or if you have ideas for future events, 
we would love to hear from you.
Please contact Nick or Alison if you wish to get involved in making the fun continue!
Email: nbw159@gmail.com or ring 078 1144 6450.

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
The St Swithin’s traditional Christmas Carol Service 
is on Sunday 21st December at 11:00am, followed 
by mulled wine and mince pies in the Church Hall.
Come and celebrate the festive season, and sing 
some well loved carols!
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ROBERT BARNES 
CONSTRUCTION
Domestic and Industrial Builders

Telephone� 0114 2890907
Mobile� 07976 762 495
Email� rhbarnesconstruc@aol.com

I’m a personal trainer and specialise in fitness & fat loss 
and deliver bespoke 1-2-1 training programmes to suit 

your goal. Any level of fitness too.
I have my own private gym in Dore. If you haven’t seen 
the results you were hoping for in the last few months 

then why not give personal training a try. It’s varied, 
fun and we get the results you desire.

Book your free consultation by contacting me on 
07825 167411 

Feel free to check out my website for more details:
www.trainwithsuzy.com
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SANTA’S HOLMESFIELD VISIT 2025
Due to popular demand, Santa will be returning to 
his grotto at the George & Dragon pub on Sunday, 
21st December.
To book a place to see Santa please complete the 
booking form below and return to:-

“Santa’s Little helper”
The Old Vicarage

Holmesfield
S18 7WT

Bookings can only be accepted by using this form and must be received no later 
than Sunday 14th December. No bookings can be accepted after this date.
Please make sure full payment and contact details are supplied.
There are just 40 places available so please book early to avoid disappointment!

Child’s name: ......................................................................... M/F......... Age.........

Child’s name: ......................................................................... M/F......... Age.........

Child’s name: ......................................................................... M/F......... Age.........

Child’s name: ......................................................................... M/F......... Age.........

Contact telephone number........................................................................... 

Santa’s Little Helper will contact you via text (mobile) to confirm what time Santa 
will be expecting to see your child on Sunday 21st December.
£8.00 per child - cheques to be made payable to Holmesfield Village Society.
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HOLMESFIELD AND SURROUNDING AREA 
DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS

All the below are registered with the Ambulance Service. 

In an emergency dial 999 and they will direct you to the nearest 
defibrillator. They have the code for the doors and will guide you through 
the application of the equipment. 
Open Access 24/7 : From left to right: 

uMoorlands Crown Carvery: Baslow Road, Owler Bar, S17 3BQ
vHolmesfield Cricket Club: Cordwell Lane, Millthorpe, S18 7WH
wGeorge and Dragon: 2 Main Road, Holmesfield, S18 7WT
xHolmesfield Village Hall: Vicarage Close, Holmesfield S18 7WZ
yRutland Arms: 96 Main Road, Holmesfield, S18 7WT
zDronfield Woodhouse Bowling Club: 114 Carr Lane, Dronfield Woodhouse, S18 8XD
{The Jolly Farmer: Pentland Road, Dronfield Woodhouse S18 8ZQ
|Cowley Mission: Cowley Lane, Holmesfield, S18 7SD
}The Tickled Trout: 33 Valley Road, Barlow, S18 7SL

u

v

wx
y

z

{

|

}
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TEMPORARY ROAD WORKS
09:30 to 15:30 Wednesday 3rd December: Full road closure of Barlow Lees Lane 
(opposite Hilltop Farm) to facilitate telecom pole tests by BT Openworld.
Designated Alternative Route: Cowley Lane and Dobbin Lane.
07:30 Thursday 4th to 17:30 Friday 12th December: Full road closure of unnamed 
Section Of B6054 From A625 Owler Bar Road junction (near Wooden Pole) to A621 
at Owler Bar, between the A625 and A621 to facilitate utility asset works by Severn 
Trent Water.
Designated Alternative Route: A625, A623, A621 and vice versa.
Sunday 7th December: Full road closure of Horsleygate Lane (opposite Durbrook 
House) to facilitate telecom work by BT Openworld.
Designated Alternative Route: Millthorpe Lane.
Access will be maintained whenever reasonably possible on the affected length 
of road. The road will re-open as soon as the work is finished. This may be earlier 
than advertised.

Anyone needing further information should ring Call Derbyshire on 01629 533190. 
Julian Gould, Director Highways.

PARKING AT THE TOP OF COWLEY LANE
Despite double yellow lines being put in place, there continues to be vehicles parking 
on the road and on the pavement at the top of Cowley Lane. This affects visibility for 
other road users.  If you wish to report vehicles that continue to ignore the parking 
restrictions, please photograph and get in touch with the police or the Parish Council.
We are also asking Derbyshire County Council to put a barrier or bollards on the 
edge of the pavement to help keep sightlines clear for all road users.
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Contact: Ian Wilkinson
14 Vicarage Close, Holmesfield, Dronfield. S18 7WZ

Office: 0114 289 1847  Mobile: 0795 805 4402
Email: weathervanebuild@gmail.com
www.weathervanesteelbuildings.co.uk

WEATHERVANE
STEEL BUILDINGS LTD.

DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL
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GLOW! : HOLMESFIELD YOUTH CLUB
Glow! Youth Club for Grown-Ups was great fun! Many villagers braved the near-
Biblical rain storm that cut off the village to enjoy an evening of pool, darts, crafts, 
table-tennis, air hockey, games, and the licenced bar. 

It was great to see familiar faces but also welcome some new ones. Youth club is 
the place to make connections! We raised £250 towards the church accessibility 
refurbishment which is due to start in January. 
Glow! Youth Club has been great fun this month. We’ve had a visit from our local 
PCSO, building good connections with our young people. 
We’ve started making our decorations for the Christmas tree festival and are looking 
forward to Christmas activities over this next month. 
Our last Monday Glow! meet up for 2025 will be 15th December. 
Glow! Youth club meets Mondays during term time 6.30-8.30pm in St Swithin’s 
Church Hall and is for all local young people in school years 7-13. 
Free to join in – cash tuck shop available!
Contact Sarah for more info: sarah@webbhome.co.uk or 0792 958 2233

ST. SWITHIN’S CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Following on from the success of the first Christmas Tree Festival last year, Holmesfield 
church will be repeating it this year over the weekend of 5th to 7th December. 
Dronfield Ukulele Band will be playing in church on Saturday 6th.
Anyone wishing to enter a decorated tree should contact Bev Blanksby for details on 
07583 825512 or email bevblanksby@hotmail.com
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RBC1 ROOFING & BUILDING LTD
40 YEARS IN THE TRADE

1ST CLASS

1st

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
SUPPLYING A VAST AMOUNT OF 
EXPERIENCE IN BOTH BUILDING & 
ROOFING, & FULLY TRAINED STAFF 
OFFERING WORK OF THE HIGHEST 
STANDARD.

WE HAVE BUILT A 1ST CLASS 
REPUTATION ON THE BASIS OF 
PROVIDING CLIENTS WITH A 
QUALITY SERVICE COMBINED 
WITH EXCELLENT VALUE FOR 
MONEY.

WHETHER IT BE A DOMESTIC OR 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY, 
WHATEVER SIZE OF COMPLEXITY, 
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND 
EXPERIENCE TO PROVIDE THE 
SOLUTION.

PROFESSiONAL SPECiALiSTS iN FiBREGLASS ROOFiNG

01246 860690  / 07890676623

WWW.1STCLASSROOFS.CO.UK 
FIBREROOFS@HOTMAIL.CO.UK @1STCLASSROOFINGANDBUILDINGLTD

RBC1

1ST CLASS ROOFING AND BUILDING LTD

FIBREGLASS IS HIGH STRENGTH AND 
LIGHTWEIGHT. WHETHER SIMULATING LEAD 
OR COPPER SHEATHING, REPAIRING LISTED 
BUILDINGS OR USE IN ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SENSITIVE AREAS, FIBREGLASS PROVIDES 
THE PERFECT ANSWER AND CAN BE 
INSTALLED RAPIDLY ON BOTH DOMESTIC 
AND COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS BY OUR 
FULLY TRAINED STAFF TO ENSURE WORK OF 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD.

•FASCIA / SOFFIT / GUTTERING
•ROOF MAINTENANCE
•SLATING AND TILING
•POINTING
•CHIMNEY WORK
•DRY RIDGE
•GUTTER CLEANING
•STORM DAMAGE
•ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FIBREGLASS SPECIALISTS: OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:
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HOLMESFIELD VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS & PARTY HIRE
Please contact the individual organisation prior to your visit as pre-booking might be 
required for health & safety. 
We are here for your children’s party bookings and celebrations throughout the year.
Contact Lucy Perry on 0775 2478866 to book your children’s party or family 
celebration. Regular Saturdays and Sundays available for hire throughout the 
year with plenty of space at the Village Hall for bouncy castles! Featuring a well 
equipped kitchen. Remember there is a discount on hire for local residents. 
Booking Info: email: holmesfieldvillagehall@outlook.com or ring 0775 2478866.

HOLMESFIELD CHURCH WALKING GROUP
LONSHAW WALK
On Wednesday 3rd December, Robin Greetham will lead a walk starting from the 
Grouse Inn at Longshaw (S11 7TZ). We will walk to White Edge Lodge then onto 
Longshaw Lodge where we will break for coffee, before a flat walk back to the Grouse 
Inn for lunch (optional).
If you would like to come just turn up on the day.
The cost of the walk is £5 and the proceeds will go to Holmesfield church.
Please phone Robin Greetham on 01246 412767 if you have any queries.

BIN COLLECTIONS - DECEMBER 2025
Thursday 4th	 / Friday 5th	 :	Burgundy and FINAL GREEN BIN collection in 2025
Thursday 11th	/ Friday 12th	 :	Black bin collection
Thursday 18th	/ Friday 19th	 :	Burgundy bin collection
Thursday 25th	/ Friday 26th	 :	No bin collections over Christmas week

BIN COLLECTIONS - JANUARY 2026
Friday 2nd	 / Saturday 3rd	 :	Black bin collection 1 day later due to Bank Holiday
Thursday 8th	 / Friday 9th	 :	Black and Burgundy bin collection
Thursday 15th	/ Friday 16th	 :	Burgundy bin collection
Thursday 22nd	/ Friday 23rd	 :	Black bin collection
Thursday 29th	/ Friday 30th	 :	Burgundy bin collection

HOLMESFIELD GARDENING ASSOCIATION
At the Association’s meeting on Wednesday 5th November there were no fireworks 
but we enjoyed an excellent talk unlike any we have had before! The speaker was Dr 
Jenny Stephenson who spoke about medicinal plants.
On Wednesday 3rd December we have our annual Pie & Pea Supper with excellent 
entertainment from the Buskin Buddies. The cost is £16 and tickets are available from 
Dr Hilary Olsen tel. 01142890927.
There is no Gardening Association meeting in January.	 Robin Greetham
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The Foot Practitioner 
                                                                                                                                      
                                      
       
                                            

 

Foot care in the comfort of your home 

Lucy Symons DipCFHP, MPSPract 
Tel 0114 2890271 / 07803 175321 

 
0114 2890271 / 07803 175321 

Treatments Include: 
            - Toenail cutting   
            - Corns and Callus 
            - Thickened Nails 
            - Cracked Heels 

Keep your feet healthy book your appointment today 
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Last collection:
 4th / 5th December!

Collections restart: 
12th / 13th March 2026
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OCTOBER – NOVEMBER 2025 WEATHER
October and early November this year have been typical autumn months. 
Rainfall was slightly less than normal, temperatures were about normal and we 
have had some windy spells. On 22nd-23rd October, storm Benjamin affected 
the southern part of the UK. I recorded a maximum wind speed of only 30mph 
and we actually had a stronger wind of 44mph on 28th October.
If you remember my previous month’s weather report, you may have been 
surprised that the name Benjamin was used because I had stated that the next 
storm would be called Bram. The reason for this is that the UK Met Office did not 
think that the storm warranted a name, however the French decided that as it 
was to be more severe in France, they gave it the name Benjamin.
October did contain many cloudy days but I did record 135 hours of bright 
sunshine, which is about what can be expected in autumn. In the summer, I 
usually record about 370 hours each month. 
The hours of bright sunshine used to be recorded with an instrument called a 
Campbell-Stokes Sunshine Recorder. This consisted of a glass sphere that focused 
the sun onto a card and so burnt the card when the sun was sufficiently bright. 
The card was placed on a curved surface behind the glass sphere so as the 
sun moved round it traced a burnt line whose length could be calibrated in 
hours. Campbell was the inventor who built the first recorder in 1853. Stokes 
was a professor of mathematics at Cambridge University and he improved and 
calibrated the recorder a few years later. Stokes was actually Sir George Gabriel 
Stokes and he held the Lucasian Chair in Mathematics at Cambridge University. 
This is said to be the most prestigious Chair of Mathematics in the World and 
holders have included Sir Isaac Newton and Professor Stephen Hawking. The 
Campbell-Stokes Sunshine Recorder has now been superseded by electronic 
recorders that use a photocell. They measure the number of kilowatts (kW) of 
heat provided by the sun over one square metre. The maximum that can be 
recorded in the middle of summer is about 1.2 kW, a bit like what you can feel 
in front of a one bar electric fire. It was decided that bright sunshine had to be 
at least 10% of this, so if the recording is higher than 0.12 kW it is recorded as 
bright sunshine. By the time we get to December the sun never rises very high 
in the sky so there are not many hours when the sunshine recorded is greater 
than 0.12 kW. 
I am writing this report on 13th November and so far this month we have had 24 
hours of bright sunshine which is about two hours each day. There is still a little 
warmth in the sun and it can certainly cause dazzle when driving into the sun.
	 Brian Brown
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TO EVERYONE WHO LIVES IN HOLMESFIELD
You are entitled to ask for Help from the ‘Penny Acres In 

Need Trust‘ no matter what your age.
The trust is for everyone in the village and is not about 

your income – it’s about what you need. 
The Trust was formed over a hundred years ago by a benefactor who 

left fields with rent to Holmesfield folk which then accumulated and is 
the source of funding for the trust.

The Trustees are anxious that residents take advantage of the funds of the 
trust, especially as most of us are experiencing difficult times right now. 
So if you are experiencing problems, please do not hesitate to contact 

the Secretary, Mrs Adele Cantrill on 07809 684717 or email: 
Holmesfieldcharities@btinternet.com.

Your enquiry will be treated in the utmost confidence.

Hello all students under 25 
who live in Holmesfield or 

whose parents do... 
It’s time to study again ! 

Do you need equipment or any other assistance 
related to your studies ? 

Did you know you can apply to the Holmesfield Educational 
Foundation by contacting the Secretary – Mrs. Adele Cantrill 
on 07809 684717 or email: Holmesfieldcharities@btinternet.

com  - even if you have made a previous application?
The Trust is not means tested and was specifically designed to 

meet the educational needs of everyone under 25 who lives in the 
village or whose parents do. 

If you think you fit the description, please apply.
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Design, Manufacture and Installation of Quality Fabricated 
Products in Mild Steel, Stainless Steel and Aluminium

Units 9 & 10 Foxwood Road, Dunston Trading Estate
Chesterfield. S41 9RF

Telephone: 01246 450619/454315
E-Mail: cenfabs@aol.com
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J-CAFE AT ST. SWITHIN’S
2nd and 4th Friday monthly - 10.00am - 1.00pm

Light lunches, bacon rolls and delicious homemade cakes 
All at reasonable prices with free tea/coffee refills.

A community café for all; a friendly place to meet friends.
Enquiries 07583 825 512
5* food & hygiene rating

MOBILE LIBRARY
Derbyshire County Council’s mobile library service 
operates on a 4-weekly cycle. The mobile library will 
be at 6 Park Rise, Holmesfield between 10.25am and 
10.50am on Mondays 22nd December, 19th January, 
16th February.
The staff look forward to welcoming you on board to 
browse the stock and access their services. 
The mobile libraries have a lift if you use a wheelchair 
or have mobility problems.
For further information call 01629 533444, or email: 
ask.library@derbyshire.gov.uk

JANUARY NEWSLETTER
All copy for the January Newsletter must be received by 14th December to ensure 
inclusion in the magazine. Please note early date due to Christmas print deadlines!
Holmesfield Parish Council welcomes the submission of articles pertinent to 
Holmesfield by residents for publication in the Parish Newsletter.
Any thoughts and opinions are those of the individual(s) and may not necessarily be 
shared or endorsed by Holmesfield Parish Council.
Any submissions must include full name and contact details before publication can 
be considered by the editor.
Please send your articles typed via email if possible. This is especially important for 
images you wish to include. 

Please email any articles to: holmesfield-newsletter@hotmail.com



44



45

3rd HOLMESFIELD SCOUT GROUP
Scouts and Explorers:
Meet Tuesday nights at the usual times.
Beavers and Cubs:
Meet Wednesday nights at the usual times.
Please note that all four sections have a waiting list. If you have children who would 
like to join the group, please get their names on our waiting lists as soon as possible 
– don’t wait until they are the right age, to avoid disappointment.
Please contact Richard Wilkinson by email for further information :
thirdholmesfieldscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk

NEW BUILD FOR WREAKES LANE
We actually did it! We now have four modular buildings in place, three joined 
together to form an amazing new hall, and a fourth unit which contains a hallway, 
toilets, a disabled toilet, and a kitchenette. 
We now have a fantastic brand new venue and 120 very excitable young people who 
met in it for the first time in September. 
We held our AGM last week and filled it with parents, carers, and young people. 
What an amazing achievement for all the people who have helped us to make it this 
far. Special thanks to Dan at DPU Property Maintenance and Construction, Pennine 
Electrical from Sheffield, and Richard Wilkinson (Scout Leader extraodinaire) for 
overseeing the entire project and putting in hundreds, if not thousands of hours of 
project management and labour into the entire site. 
This is now a fantastic venue to hire for parties, weddings, group meetings, and 
camping. Enquiries can be made by emailing bookings@dronfieldscouts.org.uk 
The future is looking very bright for 3rd Holmesfield Scout Group as we enter into 
an exciting new era with a fantastic new facility. With 120 young people, four very 
active sections, and our brand new facility, we are looking for new leaders, helpers, 
and trustees more than ever. If you want to make a difference, please contact Mark 
by emailing mwalker@3hsg.onmicrosoft.com.   
Thank you so much if you donated, shared or helped out in any way shape or form. 
We are truly grateful and very humbled by every ounce of support we receive.
We also have an Amazon gift list that is open if you wish to donate new items that 
our new facility requires...

www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/16W5WLIKBVUBS
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WINTER FUEL SCAM WARNING
If you receive a text message about winter fuel payments, it’s a scam. 
Don’t click on any links !
Derbyshire Trading Standards is warning about winter fuel payment scam text 
messages that are doing the rounds.
Winter fuel payments will happen automatically. You don’t need to make a claim.
Between April and September 2025, Action Fraud received 2,790 crime reports relating 
to Winter Fuel Payment scams with victims reporting losses totalling over £27,000.
Not sure if a message is real? Contact the organisation directly using the contact 
details on their official website, not the number or web address in the message. Your 
bank (or any other official source) won’t ask you to supply personal information by 
email or text message.
If you have spotted a suspicious SMS or RCS message, you can report it for FREE by 
forwarding it to 7726.
If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, contact your bank immediately and report 
it to Action Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040

UNDERSTANDING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR (ASB)
We hear the term ASB often, but do you know what is classed as anti-social behaviour?
Often reports may not be necessary or they’re reported to the wrong agency. Find 
out the correct reporting method and how we can support you on Derbyshire’s ASB 
Hub: www.saferderbyshire.gov.uk/asbhub
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VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK
A reminder that if you are parking in the village hall car park overnight you do not 
have permission to park there.
Parking without permission may invalidate your insurance!

FRIENDS OF GILLFIELD WOOD
The Amazing World of Plants: Monday 1st December with local 
botanist Gerry Firkins in Totley Library. 7.30pm start. Learn more 
about incredible diversity, adaptations, and behaviours found 
across the plant kingdom. 
Many of you will be familiar with Gerry’s work across Sheffield 
and beyond – leading field trips along the Porter valley, around 
Ecclesall Woods, and his research work in Sheffield Cemetery. You 
may also have come across his book – Life amid the Stones. 
Gerry is also going to talk to us about using the app iNaturalist to record plant 
sightings as we walk through the wood.
There will be mince pies!
For any clarification, please contact Paul Hancock via email: paulhancock1954@gmail.com

www.friendsofgillfieldwood.com
Please check out and ‘like’ the Facebook page for “Friends of Gillfield Wood”

There is also a feed on the ‘X’ platform (Twitter) : @GillfieldWood - please take a look.

HOLMESFIELD ARCHIVES & BYGONES
The Holmesfield Bygones feature of the Parish Newsletter has been enjoyed by 
many readers since it became a regular feature several years ago.
Whilst we still have several items of interest to share, it is sadly not an inexhaustible 
collection and we wish to remind readers that we are always seeking to expand the 
collection and appeal to anyone with paperwork, ephemera and old photographs 
regarding Holmesfield to get in touch so that they can be digitised for posterity and 
enjoyed by a wider audience.
Please contact the editor, Nick Wheat - details inside the front cover

SUPERVISING CHILDREN’S ONLINE ACTIVITY
Parents/Guardians should be aware about allowing your child unsupervised access 
to the internet and unlimited access to your bank details when playing games online.
Monitor what kind of sites your child is visiting, keep track of who they are speaking 
to online, make sure you have security settings up to date and that your bank details 
can’t be accessed without your permission.
For more advice please visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk
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HOLMESFIELD ST. SWITHIN’S CHURCH
Main service - 11.00am Sundays (10.30am on Remembrance 
Sunday). All are welcome at services, events and activities at your 
local parish church. 
Join our Facebook public group for the latest news and information. 
Sunday services:
1st & 3rd Sundays – usually Holy Communion
Other Sundays — Baptism or Morning Praise
Glow!: Our village youth club for Y7-Y13, every Monday (term time only), drop in 
7.00-8.30pm. Contact Sarah Webb on 07929 582233 or sarah@webbhome.co.uk
Toddlers: every Thursday morning, 10.00-11.30am (term time only).
New families always welcome but there may be a waiting list.
Contact Chris Taylor on 0114 289 1402 or christine.taylor42@hotmail.co.uk
J-Cafe: Holmesfield’s community cafe is open every 2nd 
and 4th Friday, 10.00am-1.30pm and on market days with all 
profits going to Hope House homeless project in Chesterfield.
Life Events: Do get in touch with us about christenings, 
weddings, funerals or matters relating to the churchyard.
Church Hall: An excellent, modern, well equipped hall with 
kitchen and meeting room, available to hire for one-off 
events or regular activities.
Contact:  For all enquiries please contact the Parish Office in 
the first instance or visit our website for more info.
t. 01246 412328
e: office@dronfieldteamministry.org
w: www.dronfieldteamministry.org

COWLEY MISSION AND THE VINE FELLOWSHIP
Our service commences at 10.30am each Sunday at Cowley Mission.
Everyone is welcome to come and visit/join us.
The bench in the garden is there for all who pass by. Please sit awhile and enjoy the 
peace and surrounding beauty.
If anyone is in the church or garden a hot drink will always be available.
Dates for December are as follows:
 	 7th	 Steve Richards (Communion)
	 14th	 Mark Cook
	 21st	 Carol Service commencing 3:00pm
	 28th	 No Service
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Holmesfield Sawmill,  
18 Main Road, Holmesfield,  
Dronfield  S18 7WT
T : 0114 289 9384   
E : pearson@holmesfieldsawmill.co.uk

Timber Window  
and Door Manufacturers

Since 1908

WINDOWS
• High performance 

timber 
• Stormproof and 

traditional flush 
casement 

• Spring balance 
sliding sash 

• Traditional box 
sliding sash with 
cord and pulley

• Bespoke 
• Pre-glazed

DOORS
• Panel, bespoke, 

bifold and pre-
hung doors 

• Frame ledge  
and brace 

BWF Product Design  
of the Year Award

 

 

The UK’s most diverse privately owned sub-contract machining 
facility. Specialising in Deep Hole Drilling, Honing, large CNC 

turning and 5 axis machining and Gun Drilling. 

Web: www.mollartcox.co.uk   Tel: 01246 458090 

Unit 1, Broombank Road, Chesterfield Trading Estate, Chesterfield 
S41 9QJ 
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DRONFIELD RAIL TIMETABLE

Information courtesy of Friends of Dronfield Station                                                                 www.friendsofdronfieldstation.org.uk
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HOLMESFIELD BUS TIMETABLE 
CHESTERFIELD – BARLOW – HOLMESFIELD – DRONFIELD

Live travel updates: The Stagecoach bus app shows live departures for your nearest bus 
stop and you can track the progress of your bus on a map. Service updates are available by 
following @StagecoachYrks on the ‘X’ platform (Twitter) and any planned service changes are 
normally posted online at www.stagecoachbus.com

No service on Sunday or Bank Holiday Monday
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HOLMESFIELD BUS TIMETABLE 
DRONFIELD – HOLMESFIELD – BARLOW – CHESTERFIELD

Live travel updates: The Stagecoach bus app shows live departures for your nearest bus 
stop and you can track the progress of your bus on a map. Service updates are available by 
following @StagecoachYrks on the ‘X’ platform (Twitter) and any planned service changes are 
normally posted online at www.stagecoachbus.com

No service on Sunday or Bank Holiday Monday



58



HOLMESFIELD BYGONES

The popularity of Cordwell Valley with walkers and day trippers saw it have at least two 
popular cafes. With the closure of Cordwell Café, latterly run by the Chettleburgh family, it 
left just Millthorpe cafe to serve visitor refreshments. 
Thanks to Cedric Morris for sharing the above view of him with Peter Helliwell and Rodney Clarke 
in the early 1950s outside Millthorpe Café. There was a timber shelter with outdoor seating to 
the right of the cafe but this blew down in the gales of 1963 as seen in the below photo taken 
by Julian Haslam’s dad. Also visible is the car owned by the proprietor, Mr McFarlane.
The replacement “Bobbies Cafe” was built in the 1970s and is fondly remembered.



Main Hall

Committee Room

Small Hall

Kitchen

Holmesfield Village Hall
Available to Hire for Meetings and Functions

Lucy Perry - Lettings Officer. Tel: 0775 2478866 
email: holmesfieldvillagehall@outlook.com


